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Rift and Quartered are terms that refer to the visual characteristics of the grading face of each 
board. The “ray fleck,” “flake,” or “figure” of a quarter-sawn board is the medullary ray of the log, 
which emanates outward from the center of the log like spokes of a wheel. The degree to which 
this “ray fleck” is revealed is a function of the angle of the growth rings to the face of the boards. 
When the growth rings are 90 % to the face of the board the medullary ray is opened the greatest 
extent possible. As the angle of the growth rings to the face of the board decreases, less medullary 
ray fleck or (Quarter Sawn) is revealed. Rift boards and Quartered boards share one characteristic. 
The growth rings manifest themselves on the face of the board as straight grain, with no visible The growth rings manifest themselves on the face of the board as straight grain, with no visible 
cathedral grain or plain sawn look.
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